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NOTICES  OF  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE. 


FnoM  THE  Historical  Collections.   Page  97.^ 

To  the  Committee  of  Publications,  . 

Gentlemen,  „  ,^ 

Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  send  you  no-  ~  * 
tices  of  a  few  towns  in  New  Hampshire.    They  were 
collected  on  a  hasty  journey,  through  a  part  of  that  State,  , 
during  the  last  summer.    This  circumstance  will  account 
for  the  pai!icity  of  facts  ;  but  such  as  they  are,  they  were, 
derived  from  respectable  and  intelligent  sources, 'and  I 
think  may  be  relied  on.    Considering  your  work  as  in- 
tended  for  a,  depositary  of  facts  merely,  I  have  not  felt  ^ 
myself  at  liberty  to  wander  in  the  fields  of  imagination, 
nor  to  make  any  attempts  at  glowing  description,  but 
have  confined  myself  to  sober,  simple  detail.    If  you  , 
should  think  my  humble  labours  of  any  value,  I  shall  be 
fully  repaid  for  them,  and  shall  be  stimulated  to  greater  ^ 
dili.^ence  on  future  excursions.  C.  L. 

Die.  24,  1814. 


Note  on  Lancaster,  N.  H."'  June  27th,|l814. 

Situation y  boundaries^  Lancaster  IS  a  post  town 
in  the  county  of  Coos.*  It  is  situated  in  latitude  44*! 
29^  N. 

» 

•  The  county  of  Coos  wai  Uk«n  from  Gr*ftoa  eoMnty*}  and  wai  incorporaUi  ' 
June,  1805.  •  " 

VOL,  3.  N  '  , 
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KOTE  ON  LANCASTEK,  ^^  11. 


Its  distance  from  Portsmouth  is  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty. five  miles,  N.  W. ;  from  Concord  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  miles  ;  from  Haverhill  about 
forty-six  miles  ;  and  from  the  Canada  line  about  forty- 
five  miles. 

It  is  bounded  as  follows  ;  from  the  northwesterly  cor- 
ner, which  is  on  Connecticut  river,  and  is  also  a  corner 
of  Northumberland,  it  extends  south,  fifty-five  degrees 
east,  about  seven  miles,  joining  four  miles  and  an  half  oa 
Northumberland,  and  about  two  and  an  half  on  Kilken- 
ny ;  thence  south,  sixty-nine  degrees  west,  ten  miles  to 
Dalton  line,  bounding  on  Barker's  location  nearly  six 
miles,  on  Jefferson  a  few  rods,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
way  on  ^Vhitefield  ;  thence  north,  twenty-six  degrees 
west,  two  and  an  half  miles  to  Connecticut  river,  bound- 
ing on  Dalton  ;  from  thence  up  said  river  to  the  corner 
first  mentioned  eight  miles  on  a  strait  line,  ten  by  the 
road.^ 

Face  of  the  country^  soil^  ^c.    Lancaster  i . 
in  tlie  vicinity  of  lofty  mountains,  but  is  not  its     ti.v  i  * 
tainous.   There  are  three  hilis  of  a  considerable  i  I  "  i  / 
lix^.the  soil iHerly  part  of  the  town,  which  have  ; 
of  Martin  meadow  hills. 

A  range  of  mountains  lying  to  tlie  north-east,  in  the 
towns  oF  Northumberland,  t*ercy,  and  Kilkenny,  are  dis- 
tinctly seen  from  this  place,  and  form  the  back  ground 
of  a  very  beautiful  picture.  They  formerly  served  to 
guide  ti>e  hunters  to  Connecticut  river,  and  are  called 
*Mand  pilot  hills." 

The  soil  is  productive  ;  the  intervales  on  the  Connec- 
t'^cut  and  Israel  rivers  are  particularly  rich  and  fertile. 
The  quantity  of  wheat  is  from  eight  to  twenty,  or  (it  is 
said)  thirty  bushels  an  acre  ;  corn,  thirty  bushels  ;  grass, 
from  one  to  three  tons  ;  potatoes  from  one  hundred  and 
litiy  to  four  hundred  bushels. 

It  is  principally  a  grazing  township  ;  but  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  land  is  as  yet  uncleared. f 

•  'I'liiK  tlcscriplion  of  the  bomularici.  of  Laiicuslcr,  \*itl>  h  large  portion  of  tlic- 
iiili)rin;ai()M  foiituiii«.<|  in  this  aitiolc-,  uas  tiin.ished  irn;  \>y  Kcv.  Mr.  A\  illanl, 
iiiinistt  I  ui  ilie  place.    \'ir  piua,  inttlligcus,  fucetus,  ct  liospitalilattiu  scctaDS. 

I  Mr.  W  illitrd,  in  n  MM.  letter,  gives  the  fullowiiig  account  of  tlie  me  thod  ol 
cltiirii.g  (h<  hmd,    "  We  fall  the  liuiber,  as  it  h  t\i)rcsscd,  iu  June.    In  Septein- 
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The  price  of  upland  is  from  two  to  ten  dollars  ;  of  in- 
tervale about  twenty  dollars. 

The  principal  kinds  of  wood  are  spruce,  maple,  and 
birch ;  but  there  is  also  beech,  elm,  bass,  pine,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  red  oak. 

There  is  at  present  but  little  fruit  besides  that  which  is 
the  spontaneous  growth  of  the  soil.  There  are  a  few 
orchards  of  apples,  but  no  cyder  has  been  made. 

Market.  The  principal  market  is  Portland.  The  in- 
habitants usually  carry  their  produce  once  a  year.  Wag- 
gons, however,  go  at  other  times.  The  price  of  carriage 
is  one  dollar  a  hundred  weight  in  winter,  and  two  dollars 
in  summer. 

Miner aL  Iron  ore  has  been  found  in  small  quan- 
tities, but  no  other  mineral. 

Rivers  and  ponds.  Connecticut  river,*  as  has  already 
been  stated,  forms  a  part  of  the  boundary  of  this  town ; 
and  here,  as  in  all  its  course,  imparts  richness  and  fertili- 
ly  to  the  soil. 

Israel  river,  which  takes  its  rise  on  the  western  side  of 
the  height  of  land,  and  empties  into  the  Connecticut,  is  a 
river  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  of  great  import- 
ance. It  furnishes  extensive  intervales,  and  many  valua- 
ble mill  seats.  It  is  said  to  bear  the  christian  name  of  a 
hunter,  whose  brother  John,  his  associate  in  his  expedi- 
tion to  this  quarter,  has  given  his  name  to  another  river 
in  the  vicinity. 

There  is  one  pond  of  an  oval  form,  two  miles  in  length, 
and  one  mile  in  breadth,  wiiich  has  the  name  of  Martin 
Meadow  pond,  from  Martin,  a  hunter  ;  another,  called 
Little  pond,  which  commuuicaies  with  the  above,  and  a 

bei*  following,  if  a  dry  time,  we  put  lire  into  the  piece,  whicli  in  a  great  meusure 
consumes  the  liinb:j  uiul  small  .slutr.  i  he  timber  is  then  cut  of  suitable  length, 
piled  into  heap!*  aiu!  burnt  otf.  When  the  land  is  thus  cleared,  early  the  spring; 
followiui;  we  bOw  wheat  and  gia«3  s;.cJ,  aiid  harrow  it  in  faithfully.  Sometimeii, 
however,  we  |)lant  our  new  land  wiiii  polutues  ur  corn,  without  Mny  ploughing  ; 
the  poLiioea  are  i)laMte<l  in  large  hilli.  Com  and  p<)tat(»eM  thui  planted  I'otpiire  nu 
h.iu^hing,  except  lo  cut  duwn  the  fire  wct;»i  vt  hich  prevails  i\\  all  newly  burnt 
landb.  la  this  Uiudc  of  phuiting,  »u  often  obtain  large  crops.  The  year  follow- 
ing, wc  seed  down  the  land,  as  above  described." 

*  Connecticut  is  said  to  signify  long-,  au'J  to  have  been  ftpplicd  by  the  Iadi;ius 
to  this  river  on  account  of  its  length. 
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third,  small  pond,  without  any  name.  There  is  also  a 
number  of  small  ponds  near  the  margin  of  the  river. 

Bridges  and  ferry.  There  is  one  bridge  and  one  fer- 
ry over  Connectieut  river ;  one  bridge  over  Israel  river, 
and  one  bridge  of  considerable  length,  over  Alder  brook  ; 
besides  several  smaller  ones. 

Mdls,  There  are  two  grist  mills,  two  saw  mills,  an 
iron  mill,  and  a  carding  machine. 

Manufactures.  The  manufactures  are  all  of*a  domes- 
tick  nature.  There  arc  fifty-eight  looms  in  operation  in 
the  town. 

Distilleries,  There  are  three  distilleries  which  distil 
gin  and  whiskey  from  grain  and  potatoes.  'I'he  propor- 
tion of  grain  to  potatoes  is  about  sixty  bushels  to  one 
thousand.  .  The  quantity  distilled  during  the  last  year 
(1813)  was  about  five  thousand  three  hundred  gallons. 
The  whiskey  is  sold  in  Portland  for  about  sixty-seven 
cents  a  gallon ;  the  gin  at  a  dollar.* 

Quadrupeds,  Among  the  wild  (]uadrupeds,  are  the 
wolf  (canis  lupus) ;  red,  black,  and  grey  fox  (vulpcs) ; 
wild  cat  (felis  lynx),  larger  than  in  the  southerly  part  of 
New  England,  but  not  so  fierce  ;  skunk  (vivcrra  puto- 
rius) ;  otter  (mystela  Intra) ;  martin  (mustela  martcs) ; 
weasel  (mustela  vulgaris) ;  ermine  (mustela  crminea) ; 
bear  (ursus  arctos) ;  racoon  (ursus  lotor) ;  woodchuck 
(monax  de  Buffon  ;  ursi  vel  mustelaj  species)  ;  mice,  of 
various  kinds,  (sorex  murinus,  sorcx  araneus,  &c.) ; 
porcupine  (hystrix  dorsata) ;  rabbit  (iepus  cuniculus) ; 
beaver  (castor  fiber);  musquash  (castor  muschatus,  vel 
castor  vel  mus  zibethicusf) ;  mink  (mustela) ;  grey, 
red,  striped  and  flying  squirrel  (sciurus  cinereus,  sciurus 
flavus?  sciurus  volans  vel  sciurus  volucella) ;  moose 
(cervus  alces',  vel  cervus  larandus  ?)  formerly  plenty, 
but  now  scarce  ;  deer  (cervus  dUma  *?).► 

•  Tlie  number  of  (liatillcricB,  in  lliii  pin  t  of  the  country,  Ims  iiicrensed,  williin 
a  lew  years,  lo  an  abtouibliinj;  and  most  hl:ii-iiiiiig  <Ic\jrco.  '1  lit-  vritt  r  ol  ihis  m  ti. 
ol<;  m:«h  iiifonaed  by  Mr.  Ad.iius,  a  (liililltr  in  l-UKtibU'r,  llial,  a  \cr>  few  vials 
sigo.tliero  were  uiil)  Ivo  distiilcrits  l.iiwttii  1\ ailciiu ,  in  W  riii«>iil,  aiitl  llu  I  aii- 
adu  li(K-,  a  difclaiict;  of  about  foriy-five  luilis,  but  ibai  now  tbi  ro  were  iifty.  lu 
tiie  towns  of  Pi-ai  liain  uitd  Uan ville  only,  be  bald,  ibcn;  wcic  tsw  iily. 

f  Castor  niuscbalus  is  the  name  given  to  this  aniuml  by  Mitchell,  eafitor  zibe- 
ihicub,  b}  Cuiicr,  nius  zibelhicus  U  the  uuibk  rat  of  Linnrcus.  L'ndLr  the  j^enub 
castor,  in  l.innieus,  there  is  no  such  animah 
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The  tame  quadrupeds  arc  such  as  are  common  to  New 
England. 

A  greater  attention,  than  formerly,  is  paid  to  the  rais- 
ing of  sheep,  and  the  flocks  have  been  improved  by  a 
mixture  with  the  merino  breed. 

Birds.  Among  the  birds  that  arc  found  here,  are  the 
eagle,  various  species,  (falco) ;  owl  (strix)  ;  king  bird 
(ianius  tyrannus) ;  raven  (corvus  carnivorus,  Bart,  cor- 
vus  corax,  Lin.) ;  crow  (corvus  corone,  Wilson) ;  blue 
jay  (corvus  cristatus) ;  hang  bird  (oriolus  icterus);  red 
winged  black  bird  (oriolus  pheniceus,  Lin. ;  sturnus  niger 
alis  superne  rubentibus  Catesby);  crow  black  bird 
(gracula  quiscala) ;  cuckoo  (cuculus  americanus?  cucu- 
lus  carolinensis,  Wilson)  ;  woodpeckers,  various  species 
(picus) ;  kingfisher  (alcedo  alcyon)  ;  humming  bird 
(trochilus  colubris) ;  ducks  of  various  kinds,  viz.  black 
duck  (anas  nigra  maxima  ?)  broad  bill  duck,  wood  duck, 
(anas  arborea) ;  dipper  (anas  albcola) ;  whistler  (anas 
clangula  ?) ;  shell  drake  (anas  tadorna  ?) ;  northern  di- 
ver or  loon  (colymbus  septentrionalis) ;  crane  (ardea  can- 
adensis) ;  lopt  heron  (ardea  )  ;  stake-driver  or  bit- 
tern (ardea  stellaris  ?  ardea  minor,  Wilson) ;  wood-cock 
(scolopax  rusticola)  ;  wood  snipe  (scolopax  fedoa)  ; 
waterhen  (alea  arctica  ?  vel  fulica  chloropus?);  quail 
(tetrao  virginianus) ;  partridge  (tetrao  marilandus) ;  wild 
pigeon  (columba  migi'atoria  ?) ;  lark  (alauda  alpestris) ; 
robin  (turdus  migratorius) ;  Old  England  robin  (turdus 
pilaris  ?) ;  thrasher  (turdus  orpheus  ?) ;  cross  bill  (loxia 
curvirostra  ;  curvirostra  americana,  Wilson,);  snow  bird 
(passer  nivalis) ;  boblincoln  (cmberiza  oryzivora) ;  yel- 
low bird  (fringiila  tristis  ;  carduelis  americanus,  Briss.); 
sparrow  (Iringilla) ;  catbird  (muscicapa  carolinensis) ; 
blue  bird  (motacilla  sialis) :  wren  (motacilla  troglo- 
dytes) ;  swallows  of  vai  ious  kinds,  (hirundo) ;  martin 
(hirundo  urbica,  vel  hirundo  agrestis) ;  whip-poor-will 
(caprimulgus  minor  americanus,  Catesby  ;  caprimulgus 
vociforus,  Wilson.*)  ;  peverly.f 

•  This  bird  hau  been  cnnfouiuh-.d  by  Kaliu  and  Liiuucus  with  the  caprimulffus 
eHr()[)u:us,  bulb  making  ihem  oidy  Viniotii.s  }md  Lot  u  dibliiict  specicb,  wliiub  luey 
iiiidouljiudly  arc.    Sec  Brcwbtur,  Ed:  Cyclopedia,  Vol.  3d.  l)age  498. 

t  'riie  pcTi-rly  Mr.  Willurd  supposes  to  be  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
lo  hia  MS.  letter  before  relerred  to,  ho  thus  tlesciibcs  it :   "It  is  about  the  st^e 
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Fishes.  The  rivers  and  ponds  do  not  abound  with 
fish.  Formerly,  sahnou  and  shad  were  taken  in  the 
Connecticut  at  this  place,  but  their  passage  has  been  ob- 
structed by  locks  and  canals  on  the  river.  There  are, 
however,  various  kinds  of  smaller  iish,  viz.  eel  (niura^na 
anguilla) ;  perch  (perca  liuviatilis) ;  shiner  (perca  nobi- 
lis  ?) ;  pout  (silurus  felis) ;  trout  (salmo  trutla) ;  sucker 
(cyprimus  catestomus,  Forsler,) ;  dice  ;  bill  fish  ; 
pumpkin  seed,  or  flat  iish,  &:c.^- 

Taverns  and  stores.  There  arc  two  taverns  ;  and  four 
stores.  At  this  time,  however,  but  little  business  is 
done,  except  in  one  store. 

Trades,  In  addition  to  the  trades  commonly  found  in 
our  country  towns,  there  are  goldsmiths,  cabinet  makers, 
saddlers,  and  clothiers  here. 

Lwention,  A  man,  by  the  name  of  White,  pretends 
to  have  discovered  the  method  of  converting  pot  metal 
into  steel.  Whether  his  pretension  is  well  founded  or 
not,  and  if  it  is,  whether  his  discovery  will  be  of  any  real 
utility,  is  yet  to  be  proved. 

Academy  and  schools.  There  is  an  academy  here, 
which  was  incorporated  in  1808.  The  town  is  also  di- 
vided into  five  school  districts.  The  salary  of  a  school 
master,  in  some  districts,  is  fifteen  dollars  a  montli  and 
board,  or  twenty-one  without  board ;  in  others,  ten  dol- 
lars and  board. 

Social  Library,  There  is  a  social  library,  which  con- 
sists of  about  one  hundred  volumes. 

Professional  men^  h\\  One  of  the  judges  of  the  Com  t 
of  Common  Pleas  resides  here.  There  are  also  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  (besides  the  above,)  two  lawyers,  and 
two  physicians. 

and  colour  of  a  common  sparrow,  thicker  set,  however,  w  iJh  a  longer  tail.  The 
^itule,  and  1  hcliove  the  t'onmlo,  ha:i  a  \(  liitt'  stripe  choIi  side  of  the  head  Hhnoitt 
meeting  at  the  bill,  und  apain  on  the  hin«l  part  of  tho  head.  It  is  notcti  for  be- 
ginning ils  song;  in  a  kolemn,  giave  manner  !in<l  cndiiig  in  a  iiuick  und  li\clj 
struin.    It  has  ils  name  from  one  of  the  sounds  it  makes  in  singing;. 

•  A  number  of  the  qurtdrupetls,  hinls,  und  fiblics  in  tiie  above  lists,  arc  not 
mentioned  by  Uelkiiap,  unless  tliey  are  given  under  other  names.  In  the  IJiineaii 
nunies,  us  j^iven  by  liulkiiap,  there  are  sevci  al  l>  i)OK;ru|dwe:il  erroura  in  the  two 
last  ediiHiub  of  his  history  of  New  Ilampshirc,  \vl;ich  arc  the  only  ones  1  lia\e 
conbullcil. 
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Two  who,  at  the  time,  were  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
liave  been  graduated  at  Dartnioulh  college,  and  one,  a 
native  of  the  town,  at  Middlebury  ;  viz.  Joseph  Warren 
Brackctt,  J  ames  Brackett,  and  Hubbard  Wilson.  1  he 
two  former  are  lawyers  of  high  respectability  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  one  in  the  city,  the  other  in  the  interiour. 
The  latter  is  a  school  master  in  Lancaster,  and  a  student 
at  law. 

Courts  of  justice.  Lancaster  is  the  shire  town  of  the 
county.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  its  session 
here  on  the  fourth  tuesday  of  May  :  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  on  the  tuesday  preceding  the  last  tuesday  in 
February,  and  on  the  first  tuesday  in  September;  the 
Probate  Court  on  the  friday  following  the  last  tuesday 
in  July. 

History.  Previously  to  their  incorporation,  Lancas- 
ter, Northumberland  and  Stratford,  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  Lunenburg,  Guildhall,  and  Maidstone  in  Vermont, 
all  lying  on  Connecticut  river,  were  designated  by  the 
Indian  name  Coos,*  which  signifies  crookedf  and  was 
originally  applied  to  that  part  of  the  Connecticut  on 
which  these  towns  are  situated. 

The  charter  of  Lancaster  was  granted  by  Governour 
Benning  Wentworth,  and  is  dated  July  5th,  1763.  The 
town  was  incorporated  at  the  same  time.  It  was  origi- 
nally divided  into  seventy-six  shares.  The  Governour 
reserved  two  shares  for  himself,  one  for  the  Society  for 
propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  one  for  a  glebe 
for  the  church  of  England,  one  for  the  first  settled  min- 
ister, and  one  for  the  support  of  a  school.  The  other 
seventy  shares  were  granted  by  charter  to  David  Page 
and  sixty-nine  others. 

The  first  settlers  were  David  Page, J  and  a  few  other 
persons  from  Petersham  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

•  Tljis  word  is  pronounced  by  the  Indians  us  it' it  contained  only  one  Byllnlilc. 

t  An  idea  of  tlie  sn  pentine  course  of  tlie  river  here,  uhcre  it  constitutes  the 
boundHcy  between  New  Huini)sbiie  ruid  Vei mont,  n»«y  be  formed  from  tlie  fuct 
tliHt  a  l>c'rbon  may  stand  in  New  Uiunpstiire,  fire  Mcro>!j  Vcrmout,  and  lodge  his 
hall  ii»  New  Hampshire  again. 

:^  The  father  of  Mr.  Page  was  an  Enjjlishman,  and  the  first  settler  of  Luneo- 
hurjj,  Wonestcr  tyuiily,  Alassuchusetts.    His  fiirni  was  ou  the  south  aide  of  a 
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They  came  here  within  a  year  after  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained. At  tiiat  time,  the  surrounding  country,  to  a 
great  extent,  was  a  wilderness,  and  these  enterprising  ad- 
venturers were  subjected  to  innumerable  privations,  and 
to  excessive  hardships.  There  was  no  settlement  near 
them,  and  for  several  years  there  was  no  mill,  where  their 
corn  could  be  ground,  within  a  less  distance  than 
Charleston,  No.  4,  a  hundied  and  ten  miles. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1794,  about  thirty  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  a  congregational  church 
was  gathered  here,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  Scpten\ber 
following,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  installed  as  the 
minister.'*  He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Willard  of 
Staftbrd,  Connecticut,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  the  year  1784,  and  was  first  settled  at  Wilbraham, 
m  Hampden  (then  Hampshire)  county,  Massachusetts. 

The  churches  present  at  the  installation  were,  Roches- 
ter, Rev.  Joseph  Haven,  Fryburgh,  Rev.  William  Fesscn- 
den,  and  Conway,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Porter.  Mr.  Haven 
made  the  first  prayer,  and  preached.  Mr.  Porter  made 
jthe  ordaining  prayer,  and  gave  the  charge.  Mr.  Fessen- 
den  presented  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  made  the 
concluding  prayer.  . 

The  first  deacons  were  Jonas  Baker,  and  Samuel 
Phelps.  t. 

Mr.  Willard's- salary  is  eighty  pounds  a  year.  He  has 
also,  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  as  the  first 
settled  minister.  A  part  of  his  salary,  (about  two  thirds) 
is  paid  in  grain. 

Since  the  setdement  of  Mr.  Willard,  eighty-five  have 
come  for  the  first  time  to  the  Lord's  table.  The  num- 
ber of  children  admitted  to  tl>e  church  by  baptism,  has 

range  of  liills  called  turkey  hills  Avhich  was  formerly  the  name  of  the  town  it- 
self. (Mr.  Flint's  MS.  ktler;  see  also  U istorical  Collections,  Vol  1.  nev  series, 
j>age  IHi.)  Troia  Lunenburg,  he  reniovtd  to  South  Carolina,  bul  leturned  again 
on  the  death  of  his  wife  there.  The  son  was  at  first  a  farmer  in  Lunenburg,  and 
afterwards  a  trader  in  l*elersliuni,  but  faibfii  in  business  and  remoxed  to  Lancaster, 
Both  father  and  son  were  di};nified  with  the  title  of  y;ovei-noui-,  either  on  aiMount 
of  the  ri;sitect:ihilil)  of  their  r.li;M-a(  ters,  (u-  tVotn  the  eii  cinustanco  of  their  lni\ii,i, 
been  the  I'uunders  of  colonies,  'i'hc  latter  lelt  a  son^  \a  ho  is  still  living  in  L:uii  a^> 
ler. 

•  At  this  time,  there  were  thirtv-si.\  families  io  the  place. 


SKETCH  OF  BATH^  1^.  N. 


9 


l^een  one  hundred  and  ninety-three.  About  two  thirds  of 
the  children  in  the  town  are  supposed  to  be  unbaptized. 

The  number  of  marriages,  by  the  minister,  has  been 
fifty-eight.     Many  are  married  by  justices  of  the  peace. 

Tlie  deaths  in  each  year  have  l)een  as  follows.  In 
1794,after  July,  none;  1795-^1;  1796—1;  1797—2; 
1798—1;  1799—4;  1800—1;  1801—3;  1802—5; 
1803—8;  1804— 5;  1805— 6;  1806—6;  1807—5; 
1808—15;  1809—5;  1810—7;  1811  —  12;  1812—6; 
1813 — 28  ;  most  of  them  of  a  prevailing  fever  ;  three  in 
the  army  ;  1814,  to  June,  7. 

Four  or  five  years  ago,  a  baptist  society  was  formed. 
It  consists  of  about  twenty  families.  They  have  -no 
meeting  house,  and  no  stated  preaching. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  1775  was  61  ;  in  1790, 
161  ;  in  1800,  440;  in  1810,  717. 

The  valuation  in  1804  was  S  2.  75 ;  in  1812,  S  3.  51  ; 
in  1814,  S3.  18. 

This  town  unites  with  Jefferson  and  Brctton  Woods  in 
sending  a  representative  to  the  General  Court.  By  the 
last  census,  Jefferson  contained  1 97  inhabitants ;  Brctton 
Woods,  12.  In  loOO,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Jef- 
ferson was  112  ;  in  Pretton  Woods,  18. 

The  situation  of  Lancaster  is  exceedingly  pleasant. 
From  its  hills,  and  on  the;  banks  of  its  rivers,  the  views 
are  highly  picturesque  and  beautiful. 

The  church,  which  is  a  neat  building,  with  a  handsome 
tower,  is  on  an  eminence  at  a  little  distance  from  the  vil- 
lage. The  compact  part  of  the  town  is  built  on  an  exten- 
sive plain,  and  contains  many  handsome  houses. 

It  is  a  flourishing  place.  Its  inhabitants  are  in  gene- 
ral correct  and  orderly.    Its  political  character  is  federal. 


A  Geographical  Skrtcii  of  the  Town  of  Bath, 
Grafton  County,  Nkw  Hami\shire,  Sept.  1814?. 
By  Rev.  Mr.  David  Sutherland. 

'H,  like  all  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  was  originally 
calculated  to   contain  six   miles  square.     Its  length 

VOL.   3.  0 
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however  exceeds  its  breadth  by  a  quarter  of  ai  mile.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lyman  ;  on  the  east  by 
LandafF ;  on  the  south  by  Haverhill ;  on  the  west  by 
Rye^ate,  Vt. 

Rivers.  The  Amonoosuc  runs  in  a  southwesterly  di- 
rection. It  receives  in  its  course  the  wild  Amonoosuc, 
which  runs  to  the  west.  Connecticut  river  passes  be- 
tween Bath  and  Rycgate.  Here  is  the  head  of  boat 
navigation  on  that  beautiful  river.  It  is  interrupted  by  a 
very  majestick  fall  of  water,  at  which  a  dam  is  erected, 
and  several  mills  built.  I'he  Amonoosuc  has  a  very 
useful  and  convenient  fall  at  the  village,  calculated  to 
accommodate  machinery  to  any  extent. 

Mountain.  At  the  south-west  corner  of  the  town, 
Gardner's  mountain  arises  by  a  very  bold  ascent  from 
the  confluence  of  Connecticut  and  Amonoosuc  rivers, 
and  runs  a  north  course  through  the  whole  town,  sepa- 
rating the  inhabitants,  who  have  no  communication  but 

.  by  one  pass  in  the  mountain.  Its  height  is  generally 
fi\e  hundred  feet.    There  are  beside  large  swells  of 

rland,  none  of  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  mountain. 

•  -  ,  Bridges  and ferries.  At  the  principal  village  there  is 
a  considerable  bridge  over  the  Ampnoosuc,  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  in  length — was  rebuilt  in  1807. 
I'here  is  a  ferry  across  Connecticut  river  at  the  falls. 

JRocids.  The  great  road  from  the  lower  to  the  upper 
Coos  passes  through  this  town.  It  is  in  excellent  order. 
The  other  publick  roads  arc  generally  kept  in  good 
repair. 

The  soil  is  very  various,  and  produces  differently,  ac- 
cording to  cultivation  and  situation.  Wheat  will  proba- 
bly average  twelve  bushels  per  acre  ;  corn,  twenty-five  ; 
rye,  fifteen  ;  oats,  twenty  ;  potatoes,  one  hundred  ;  grass, 
one  ton.  Sometime  ago  there  were  two  distilleries ; 
one  of  them  happily  is  discontinued,  and  the  other  pro- 
duces about  four  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  gin  and 
whiskey  in  the  year. 

'I'here  are  nine  school  districts,  and  as  many  school 
houses.  They  are  all  English  schools.  The  salaries  of 
females  are  from  eight  to  twelve  dollars  ;  of  male  teach- 
ers, from  sixteen  to  tw  enty -four  dollars. 
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The  principal  kinds  of  wood  that  is  produced  natural- 
ly are  pine,  maple,  beech,  birch,  and  cedar.  The  sur- 
plus produce  is  carried  to  Boston,  Salem,  and  Porlland, 
and  bears  the  market  prices  at  these  places.  I'liere  is 
Tcry  little  fruit  raised,  except  the  apple  ;  and  even  that 
was  neglected  till  recently  ;  so  that  there  are  only  about 
three  hundred  barrels  of  cyder  made  annually.  One 
sixth  part  of  the  town  is  intervale  ;  the  other  parts  up- 
land. From  an  inspection  of  the  town  books,  the  quan- 
tity of  land  it  contains  appears  to  be  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  acres,of  which  only  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  are  given  in  as  im- 
proved land  ;  although  from  appearances  one  would  judge 
that  more  than  one  half  was  cleared.  There  are  three 
lawyers,  and  two  physicians  ;  four  stores,  and  three  pub- 
lick  houses.  There  are  eight  men  of  liberal  education. 
Only  two  young  men  have  been  sent  to  college  from 
Bath.  These  are  now  members  of  Dartmouth.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  at  the  last  census  was  1315.  At 
present  the  number  is  1351. 

Except  the  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  cloth  manufac- 
tured in  each  family  for  its  own  use,  there  arc  no  manu- 
factories. Saw-mills  are  nine  in  number ;  grist-mills, 
three  ;  one  clothing-mill ;  one  mill  for  sawing  stones  in- 
to whitestones  and  hones,  both  of  which,  paiticularly  the 
latter,  arc  of  an  excellent  quality. 

On  Gardner's  mountain  there  are  various  appearances 
of  iron  and  silver  ore.  A  strata  of  rock  has  been  open- 
ed near  the  lower  village,  the  most  of  which  will  dissolve 
on  immersing  it  in  warm  water.  AUum  and  copperas  have 
been  made  from  it. 

The  original  charter  was  obtained  by  a  clergyman  of 
the  name  of  Gardner,  who  with  a  small  company  took 
possession  in  1766.  Not  complying  however  with  the 
terms  of  the  charter,  another  was  obtained  at  a  subse- 
quent period.  The  contention  between  the  claimants 
under  these  charters  constitutes  the  only  thing  noticeable 
in  the  history  of  the  place.  The  second  charter  finally 
prevailed.  The  inhabitants  have  come  from  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  the  southern  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire.   They  are  generally  a  sober,  industrious  people. 
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-The  gospel  was  preached  ai  a  very  early  period  of  the 
settlement  of  the  town  by  a  Mr.  Cleaveland.  After- 
wards Mr.  Eastabrooks  ministered  most  acceptably  in 
holy  things.  Mr.  Sutherland/^  the  present  minister,  and 
the  only  one  ever  settled  in  the  place,  was  insUilled  in  the 
year  1805.  The  council  was  composed  of  pastors  and 
delegates  from  Haverhill,  Oxford,  Bradford,  Newbury, 
Peacham,  and  Thornton,  'i'he  sermon  by  Rev.  Noah 
Worcester,  Messrs.  Dana,  Kellog,  Lambert,  Leonard, 
Worcester,  and  Smith  had  the  other  parts.  Salary,  four 
hundred  dollars,  payable  in  money. 

The  first  church  that  was  organized  was  formed  in 
1788,  on  the  presbyterian  plan.  In  1791  it  was  dissolv- 
ed, and  one  was  formed  on  the  congregational  plan,  em- 
bracing nineteen  members.  Fourteen  years  afterwards, 
at  the  installation  of  a  pastor,  its  number  was  twenty- 
one.  In  the  year  1811,  a  revival  of  religion. occurred, 
which  added  seventy-seven  members.  Its  present  num- 
ber (Sept.  1814)  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-three.  The 
covenant  of  the  church  has  no  distinctive  character,  being 
in  substance  the  same  that  is  used  in  the  calvinistick 
churches  of  New  England.  Baptisms  will  average  thir- 
teen annually ;  deaths,  twenty ;  births,  fifty  ;  marriages, 
twelve.  There  is  only  one  congregation  in  the  town  that 
assembles  regularly.  There  are  a  few  methodist  profes- 
sors in  the  place,  who  invite  their  preachers  sometimes 
to  spend  a  sabbath  among  them.  We  have  likewise  a 
few  of  the  baptist  persuasion  who  are  so  liberally  minded 
as  to  unite  in  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

P.  S.  Land' is  very  difierently  estimated.  Building 
spots  in  the  village  are  sold  at  the  rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  per  acre,  whereas  some  uncultivated  land  may  be 
purchased  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  The  average  price  of 
arable  land  may  be  ten  dollars.  We  have  an  excellent 
supply  of  freestone  for  hearths,  mill  stones,  and  under 
pinning,  beside  plenty  of  grey  stone  for  fences.  Tlicre 
IS  only  one  pond  in  town,  (jceupying  a  space  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  called  Perch  pond  Irom  the  iish  of  that  name 
Avilh  which  it  abounds.    Trout,  dau,  and  suckers  arc 


•  Mr.  Siulierhmd     a  uniivt  of  Edinburgh. 
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caught  in  the  rivers.  The  number  of  sheep  is  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen,  a  few  of  which  are  of 
the  merino  kind. 


Note  on  Plymouth,  N.  H.  June  1814. 

Plymouth  is  a  post  town,  and  a  half  shire  town  of 
the  coynty  of  Grafton  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
It  is  seventy  miles  N.  W.  from  Portsmouth,  the  capital 
of  the  State,  ancl  thirty-one  miles  from  Haverhill,  the 
other  half  shire  town  of  the  county. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  New  Holderness,  from 
which  it  is  separated  by  the  river  Pemigewasset ;  on  the 
west  by  Rumney  and  a  part  of  Hebron  ;  on  the  north  by 
Compton,  and  on  the  south  by  Bridgewater. 

The  size  of  the  town  is  about  five  miles  square,  but 
its  form  is  very  irregular. 

It  is  divided  into  upland  and  intervale.  The  propor- 
tion of  intervale  to  upland  is  about  one  quarter.  The 
upland  is  mountainous. 

Its  soil  is  tolerably  good,  and  is  in  general  well  culti- 
vated. In  good  seasons,  the  average  quantity  of  wheat 
to  an  acre  is  fifteen  bushels  of  corn,  thirty  bushels ; 
of  grass,  a  ton.  Oats  and  potatoes  are  raised  in  great 
abundance. 

The  price  of  land  is  from  eight  to  seventy  dollars  per 
0cre. 

The  prevailing  kinds  of  wood  are  beach,  maple,  birch, 
hemlock,  and  white  pine. 

The  fruits  are  apples,  plumbs,  cherries,  and  currants. 
The  (juantity  of  cyder,  made  by  individual  farmers,  is 
from  five  to  one  hundred  barrels. 

Maple  sugar  is  made  in  small  quantities ;  and  a  dis- 
tillery which  was  formerly  employed  in  manufacturing 
essences  from  hemlock,  clieckerberry,  8cc.  has  been  re- 
•  ccntly  perverted  to  the  purpose  of  distilling  whiskey. 


*  The  -wheat  has  of  late  been  much  injured  by  the  Heesian  fly. 
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There  are  two  grist  mills,  and  one  saw  mill.  From 
some  circumstance  or  other,  however,  most  of  the  corn 
is  ground  at  Compton. 

The  principal  markets  for  the  sale  of  produce  are 
Portsmouth,  Boston,  and  Portland. 

The  town  is  well  watered.  Beside  numerous  smaller 
streams,  there  are  two  rivers,  Pemigewasset  and  Baker's, 
both  of  which  are  of  considerable  magnitude  and  im- 
portance. They  take  their  rise  in  the  height  of  land  be- 
tween the  Connecticut  and  Merrimack,  called  the  eastern 
ridge. 

Pemigewasset  is  the  principal  branch  of  the  Merri- 
mack, which  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  this  river 
and  the  Winipiseogee  river  (issuing  from  Winipiseogec 
lak^)  about  twenty-six  miles  below  Plymouth,  "The 
general  course  of  the  Pemigewasset  river,  from  its 
source,  is  south,  about  fifty  miles.  It  receives,  on  its 
western  side,"  Baker's  river,  a  stream  issuing  from  New 
Chester  pond,  and  another  called  Smith's  river,  besides 
many  smaller  ones.  On  its  eastern  ^ide,  it  receives  a* 
3treani  from.^Squam  ponds,  with  several  large  and 
small  brooks.  In  its  long  descent  from  the  mountains, 
there  are  many  falls,  and  its  banks  are  very  steep  and 
rugged."*  There  is  a  ferry  over  this  river  to  NewHol- 
derness. ,  The .  Hire,  for  a  single  horse  chaise,  is  ten 
cents.    Baker's  river  is  about  forty  miles  in  length. 

Salmon  are  sometimes  caught  in  these  rivers.  Trout 
and  perch  are  found  in  great  plenty. 

A  company  has  lately  been  formed  here,  for  promo- 
ting the  imj)rovement  of  the  breed  of  slieep.  Several 
merino's  have  been  introduced,  and  the  number  of  half- 
blooded  merino's  is  now  very  considerable. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Plymouth  is  a  half  shire 
town.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  its  sessions, 
by  two  or  niorc  judges,  at  this  place  and  Haverhill  alter- 
nately on  the  fourth  tuesday  of  December,  By  one 
judge  or  more  at  Haverhill  on  the  third  tuesday  ot  May, 
and  at  Plymouth  on  the  first  tuesday  of  November, 


*  Si  e  Bol^nap's  Hist,  ot"  \,  H.  last  cd.  Vol.  III.  p.  4S,  and  seq. 


1770147 

XOTE  ON  PLYMOUTH,  N.  U.  l5 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  sits  at  Haverhill  the  last 
tuesday  of  February,  and  at  Plymouth  the  seeond  tues- 
day  of  September.  The  court  house  is  a  small  build- 
ing, one  story,  and  unpainted. 

There  are  four  justices  of  the  peace  in  this  town,  and 
three  lawyers.  Of  the  latter,  two  were  educated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  and  the  other  at  Rhode  Island. 

There  are  three  physicians,  neither  of  whom  has  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education.  The  memory  of  Dr.  John 
Rogers,  who  has  lately  deceased,  is  fondly  cherished. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  former  minister  of  Leominster,  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1776,  and  was  held 
in  high  estimation  for  his  skill  as  a  practitioner  and  his 
excellence  as  a  man. 

Four,  who  were  natives  of  this  town,  have  been  edu- 
cated  at  Dartmouth  College,  viz.  Jonathan  Ward,  a  son 
of  the  first  minister ;  James  Hobart,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
first  settlers ;  Benjamin  Darling,  and  Samuel  Fletcher. 
Mr.  Ward  is  the  minister  of  Alna,  in  Lincoln  county, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Hobart  is  the  minister  of  Berlin^ 
in  Orange  county,  Vermont.  Mr.  Fletcher  is  studying 
law. 

A  laudable  attention  is  paid  to  the  education  of  chil- 
dren. The  town  is  divided  into  eight  school  districts. 
A  male  instructer,  who  is  usually  a  student  at  Dartmouth 
College,  is  employed  in  the  winter,  and  a  female  in  the 
summer.  The  salary  of  a  school  master  is  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  dollars  a  month  and  board  ;  of  a  school  mistress, 
one  dollar  and  a  half  per  week,  and  board.  I'he  price  of 
board  is  about  one  dollar,  fifty  cents. 

There  is  an  incorporated  academy  here,  but  it  has  no 
funds,  and  at  present  there  is  no  instructer. 

There  is  nothing  particularly  remarkahle  in  the  history 
of  this  town.  It  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1763.  Jt 
was  first  settled  in  August,  1764,  by  Zcchariah  Parker, 

Jotham  Cummings,  David  Webster,  Hobart,  

Brown,  and  Marsh ;  all  of  them  originally  from 

Massachusetts,  but  last  from  Hollis  and  other  towns  in 
New  Hampshire.  David  Webster  is  still  living.  Jo- 
tham Cummings  died  April  14th,  1809,  act.  69.  Zcch- 
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eriah  Parker  died  January,  1814,  ait.  74.  Tiie  others 
died  long  ago. 

The  ecclesiastical  history  is  brief.  The  inhabitants  are 
principally  congregationalists.  There  are  a  ff  w  par- 
ticular baptists,"  and  a  few  free  will  baptists,''  but 
neither  of  them  has  been  formed  into  a  regular  society. 
There  is  a  small  society  of  methodists,  but  tlicy  have  no 

meeting  house." 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Ward,  who  had  not  received  a  libe- 
ral education,  was  the  first  congregational  minister,  and 
was  ordained  at  Newbury  port,  for  the  church  in  this 
place,  in  the  year  1767.*    His  first  religious  impressions 
were  received  from  Mr.  Whitefidd.    He  died  in  June, 
1805,  having  been  dismissed  several  years  before  his 
death,  (about  nine  years)  on  account  of  his  age  and  in- 
firmities.   His  successor  is  the  present  minister,  the 
Rev,  Drury  Fairbank,t  who  originated  in  HoUiston, 
Massachusetts,  was  graduated  at  Rhode  Island  College, 
and  was  ordained  in  this  place,  January  1st,  1800.  The 
.    churches  present  on  the  occ  ision  were,  Holliston,  Rev. 
Timothy  Dickinson  ;  Concord,  Rev.  Asa  M'Farland  ; 
Thorn  ton.  Rev,  Noah  Worcester  ;    Rosea  wen,  Rev. 
Samuel  \Vood  ;  Salisbury,  Rev.  Thomas  Worcester; 
Sanbornton,  Rev.  Joseph  Woodman  ;    Hebron,  Rev. 
Thomas  Page  ;  Andover,  Rev.  Josiah  BalDCock.  The 
first  pra}  er  was  made  by  Mr.  Babcock  ;  the  sern'jon  was 
preached  by  Mr.  Dickinson  ;  the  ordaining  prayer  was 
made  by  Mr.  Page;  the  charge  was  given  by  Mr. 
Woodman  ;  the  right  hand  of  fellow^^hip  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Worcester  of  Thornton  ;  and  the  concluding 
prayer  was  raade  by  Mr.  M'Farlanc.    Mr.  Fairbank's 
salary  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  thirty- 
three  cents,  and  the  use  of  a  glebe  of  fifty  acres. 

The  church  covenant  was  drawn  uj)  by  Mr.  Powers,  a 
former  minister  of  [the  then  united  societies  of  Picrmont 
and]  Haverhill.    It  is  strictly  calvinistick. 

•  Acctinlinp  t(»  Dr.  nelkunp,  who  lins  pivcii  n  taMe  of  the  towns  in  New 
IlamjMhiiv,  w  ith  the  liint  s  dI  the  sctlleiucnl  of  their  miiiisli  rs,  Mr.  W.  si  t- 
llcil  ill  'G5,  hut  Mr.  rairhiiiik,  the  [)rcsiiil  minister,  thjiiks  the  :.ho\c  date  the 
true  one. 

f  Front  Mr.  Fairb;\uk  I  received  a  great  part  ul"  tlie  iiiforniatioji  contained  iu 
this  urtu  !c. 
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There  have  beeti  t^vo  houscfs  erected  for  publick  wor- 
ship. The  first  was  u  log  house^  one  story,  with  benches 
instead  oC  pews  for  the  accommodation  of  the  worship- 
pers. This  remained  till  it  was  extremely  inconvenient 
and  uncomfortable,  but  as  there  was  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion with  respect  to  the  location  of  a  new  church,  they 
could  not  obtain  a  vote  to  erect  one.  The  affair  was  set- 
tled by  the  conflagration  of  the  old  house,  which  was  de- 
signedly set  on  fire.  The  present  house  was  raised  about 
twenty-six  years  ago,  but  was  not  finished  till  lately. 

Since  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Fairbank,  about  eighty 
have  partaken  of  the  Lord's  supper  for  the  first  time,  and 
about  one  hundted  have  received  the  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism. The  marriages,  by  the  minister,  are  from  six  to 
eighteen  annually.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  year 
during  the  last  thirteen  years  and  an  half,  according  to 
Mr.  IVn  bank's  record,  has  been  as  follows :  In  1800— 12  ; 
1801— 7;  1802— 14;  1803— 12  ;  1?04— 9;  1805—8  ; 
1806—6;  1807—7;  1808—14;  1809—20;  1810—10; 
1811—4;  1812—10;  1813— 19  ;  1814  to  July  — 16. 
Those  ;^vho  have  died  this  year  were  taken  away  nearly 
at  the  same  time  by  a  prevailing  fever. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  1775  was  382  ;  in  1790, 
625;  in  1800,  743;  in  1810,  937.  The  town  sends  a 
representative  to  the  General  Court.  The  present  rep- 
resentative is  William  Webster,  Esq.  who  is  also  Coun- 
ty Treasurer,  and  the  landlord  of  a  very  good  inn. 
There  is  but  one  other  tavern. 

The  town  is  not  very  compactly  built.  There  is 
nothing  striking  in  the  appearance  of  the  place;  the 
houses  are  decent,  but  not  elegant ;  the  character  of  the 
surrounding  scenery  is  wild  and  not  uninteresting.  The 
church  is  a  neat  building,  with  a  steeple,  but  without  a 
bell.  It  stands  on  a  hill  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
commands  an  extensive  prospect. 

-  ,1  —  ^  ,       .      ■   .  —  „        '  1  '         '  '  — ^M^M. 

Note  on  New  Uoldeuness,  N.  H.  Jlne  30tli,  18l4. 

New  HOLDERNESS  is  a  township  of  Grafton 
county,  in  die  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
VOL.  3.  p 
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It  is  bounded  on  the  cast  by  Sandwich,  MoiiIton!jo» 
rough,  and  Senter  Harbour ;  on  the  west  by  the  river 
Peniigewasset,  which  separates  it  from  Plymouth  ;  on 
the  north  by  Conipton  and  Sandwich  ;  and  on  the  south 
by  New  Hampton  and  part  of  Merideth. 

Its  distance  from  Portsmouth  is  about  sixty- four 
miles,  N.  N.  W.    Its  size  is  about  six  miles  square. 

The  soil  is  hard  and  not  easily  cultivated,  but,  when 
subdued,  is  tolerably  productive.  The  quantity  of 
wheat  to  an  acre,  is  from  eight  to  ten  bushels,  lye  fif- 
teen, oats  from  twenty  to  thirty,  grass  a  ton.  The  price 
of  wild  land  is  about  two  dollars  an  acre,  of  cultivated 
land,  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars. 

The  prevailing  wood  is  oak,  but  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  other  wood,  particularly  of  pine,  beach,  and  maple, 
From  the  sap  of  the  black,  or  sugar,  maple,  (acer  sac- 
charinum)  a  considerable  quantity  of  sugar  is  made.* 

There  is  but  little  fruit  except  apples,  and  these  are 
not  very  abundant.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  cyder  is 
made  for  the  supply  of  the  town.  Plumbs,  cherries,  and 
])ears  are  raised  ;  peaches  do  not  thrive  here,  nor  in  the 
towns  adjacent. 

The  land  is  pretty  well  irrigated.  The  Pemigewasset 
imparts  a  portion  of  its  benefits  to  it,  and  there  are  various 
other  streams  which  serve  to  fertilize  die  soil,  and  to 
furnish  mill- seats. 

There  are  three  ponds  or  lakes.  The  largest  is  about 
six  miles  in  length,  the  next  in  size  is  about  two  miles  in 
length  and  half  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  the  smallest  is  about  a 
mile  long.  The  two  first  have  the  name  of  Squam  ;  the 
last  is  called  White  oak  pond. 

The  two  largest,  from  their  romantick  beauties,  de- 
serve a  better 'name.  One  ol  them,  which  borders  on  the 
road  to  Senter  Harbour,  is  indeed  a  most  interesting  ob- 
ject. Its  uiuon  of  wildness  and  beauty  gives  it  a  peculiar 
charm.  If  its  good  fortune  had  placed  it  in  the  old 
world,  it  would  not  so  long  have  remained  unsung. 
Many  a  tourist  would  have  tasked  his  imagination  for 

•  I'or  nn  account  of  the  method  of  cxtrartini^  the  juice,  nnd  preparing  lU^ 
su};iiry  sec  iJelkiiap's  Uiblcry  i)f  N.  M.  Vol.  HI.  p.  84,  }»iui  followiiitj. 
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sonorous  epithets  to  describe  its  scenery,  many  an  artist 
would  have  prepared  his  softest  tints  to  paint  its  beauties, 
and  many  a  poet  would  have  strung  his  lyre  to  sound  its 
praises  in  a  name  that  taste  and  poetry  might  use.  But, 
alas,  its  "pellucid  bosom,"  its  "undulating  shores,"  its 
"hanging  woods,"  and  all  its  "  magick  beauties,"  arc 
probably  destined  long  to  be  veiled  in  obscurity  deep  as 
its  own  seclusion.  Instead  of  employing  the  painter's 
pencil,  and  the  poet's  lyre,  it  must  be  contented  with  a 
humble  place  in  these  "  matter  of  fact"  records  which 
pre  read  only  by  "  matter  of  fact"  men,  and  must  still  be 
doomed  to  bear  the  undignified  and  unpoetick  name  of 
Squam. 

The  road  on  which  this  lake  is  situated,  is,  in  many 
places,  almost  impassable.  A  new  road,  indeed,  has 
been  laid  out  for  a  few  miles,  but,  at  present,  it  is  worse 
•than  the  old  one. 

The  route  from  Plymouth,  through  this  place,  to  Win- 
ipiseogee  lake,  and  along  the  borders  of  that  lake  to 
Woifeborough,  is  highly  interesting.  It  dibplays  scenery 
which  is  scarcely  equalled  in  this  part  of  our  country  ; 
but  the  badness  of  the  road  presents  an  obstacle  to  the 
traveller  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  and  which  it  re- 
quires not  a  little  resolution  to  overcome.  There  is  a 
good  publick  Jiouse  in  Senter  Harbour,  at  the  head  of 
the  lake. 

In  the  ponds,  salmon  trout  are  found  in  great  plenty. 
In  the  brooks,  common  trout,  pickerel,  chub,  and  perch. 
The  salmon  trout  weigh  from  three  to  fifteen  pounds. 

There  are  six  saw  mills,  four  grist  mills,  a  paper  mill, 
a  fulling  mill,  and  a  carding  machine  here  ;  mobt  of  them, 
on  a  stream  issuing  from  the  smallest  of  the  Squam  lakes. 
A  whiskey  distillery  has  lately  been  set  iq),  but  is  hardly 
yet  in  operation.  Inhere  are  two  traders  in  English, 
West  India,  and  other  goods. 

The  education  of  children  is  not  neglected.  The  sal- 
ary of  a  school  master  is  twelve  dollars  a  month,  and 
board ;  of  a  school  mistress,  one  dollar  a  ^^'eek,  and 
board, 


so 


There  arc  no  practitioners  of  law^o^  physic  in  the 
town.  The  Hon.  Arthur  Livermore  formerly  chief  jus- 
tice,-* and  now  an  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  resides  here.  liis  house  is  pleasantly  situa- 
ted on  a  hill,  near  the  hanks  of  the  Peniigewasset.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  place,  and 
came  from  Portsmouth. 

One  has  been  sent  from  this  town  to  Dartmouth  col- 
lege, who  is  now  a  sea  ca[)lain.    His  name  is  John  Cox. 

The  present  charter  of  New  Holdcrness  was  i^ranted 
in  the  year  1761.  A  previous  one  had  been  obtained 
which  granted  a  tract  of  land  extending  three  miles  on 
Pemigewasset  river,  but  the  coiiditions  of  this  charter 
were  not  complied  with  and  it  was  forfeited.  The  town 
was  incorporated  with  the  grant  of  the  present  charter. 
The  number  of  grantees  was  sixty  eiglit ;  all  of  them 
professing  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  i'.ngland.  The 
first  settler  was  William  Piper  from  Durham  or  its  vi- 
cinity. Others  of  the  early  settlers  were  from  Barring- 
ton. 

In  the  year  1775,  New  Holdcrncss  contained  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  two  inhabitants;  in  ITtX),  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  nine  ;  in  1800,  five  hundred  and  thirty 
one;  in  1810,  eight  hundred  ancl  thirty  five.  The  val- 
uation in  1806  wasS3,01;  in  1812,  S3,23  ;  in  1814, 
S4,10. 

There  is  but  one  settled  minister,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Fowle,  who  is  an  episcopalian.  He  Avas  graduated  at 
Harvard  University  in  the  year  1786,  and  was  ordained 
by  Bishop  Scabur}',  December,  1789. 

The  number  of  adults  and  infants  to' whom  he  has  ad- 
ministered baptism,  since  his  ordination,  is  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  the  number  of  marriages,  filty  ;  the 
iiimiber  of  dtaib.s,  where  he  has  attended  the  funerals, 
filty-si::.  This  state  ment,  however,  dees  not  lurnish  the 
whole  number  oi  biilh.>,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the 

•  On  tlic  lUftinn  of  cliii  f  jii.>Ucc  Saiiili  to  llie  t  fliti-  n|  pnvct  ixiur  ofihc  f.tate  of 
Jv*      Nuni  piliiif,  Mr.  I  .i\ ri  iiuirt",  v  lio  llicii  stct)iui  jtwl^ji',  was  a|»|)oiiilc(l 

ch'n  f  jlK^lu  c- ;  lj»n  oil  .1  new  (trp}ini/:ili>>i.  fjl  tlic  loiii  t  (.Iimk',  I!>1.>)  suuI  llic  icUirn 
f  J  jiidjjO  Sii.itli  lo  ilic  bench,  Air.  l/ucn<iurc  icbuiuctl  liis  Iomiu  i  suuion. 
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town,  as  Mr.  Fowle  does  not  officiate  on  every  occasion, 
and  he  is  sometimes  called  to  perform  these  services  in 
other  towns. 

About  one  third  of  the  inhabitants,  only,  are  episcopa- 
lians the  rest  are  congregationalists,  metliodists,  bap- 
tists, and  iiniversalists. 

Mr.  Fowle's  salary  is  two  hundred  dollars,  which  ft 
•raised  by  subscription.  He  has  also  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  acres  as  the  first  settled  miriistcr. 
He  is  the  representative  of  the  town  in  the  general  court. 
Vir  doctus  et  humilis. 


Note  on  Wolfeborough.    July  i,  1814.  ► 

Situation,  boundaries,  ^c,  WoLFEBOROUGH  is 
a  township  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  county  of  Strafford. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  south-east  by  Brookfield  and  New 
Durham ;  on  the  south-west  by  Winipiseogee  lake  and 
part  of  Alton  ;  on  the  north-east  by  Ossipee,  and  on  the 
north-west  by  Tuftonborough.  Its  distance  from  Ports- 
mouth is  about  forty-five  miles  ;  from  Boston  about  one 
hundred  miles.  , 

Size,  face  of  the  country,  soil,  ^c.  The  town  is  large 
six  miles  square.  The  face  of  the  country  is  level. 
The  soil  is  rocky,  but  tolerably  productive.  It  yields 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre  ; 
about  fifteen  of  rye,f  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of  oats. 
The  average  quantity  of  grass  is  about  a  ton. 

Wood,  price  of  land,  ^c.  The  wood  is  white  and  red 
oak,  beach,  maple,  hemlock,  and  pine.  About  half  the 
town,  (the  south-west  part)  is  white  oak  land;  the  other 
hair,  maple,  beach,  and  red  oak. 

The  price  of  wild  laud  is  from  five  to  eight  dollars  an 
acre  ;  best  wood  land  ten  dollars ;  a  farm  from  ten  to 
twenty  dollars.    The  price  of  wood  is  one  dollar  a  cord. 

The  fruits  arc  apples,  pears,  plumbs,  and  chenies. 

*  The  episcopalians  liavo  two  places  of  worsliip  in  -uliiclj  Mr.  Fowle  ofiiciatea 
altt-niiiicly .  Tlity  :trc  ulioul  hix  luiks  apart,  one  story  buildings,  unpainlcd,  and 
n'JL  f.  ninrkabic  fo;'  llicir  ek'j;:uii:e. 

I  TIji;  bi'ft  (liani'c  is  given  lu  v\hcal. 


2Z 


HGrrm  ow  "Mtolfeborougu. 


Biver,  ponds,  lake.  The  only  river  is  iSmith's,  so  called 
for  a  lumtcr  of  that  name.*  It  is  onncoiibidcrablc  niai^ni- 
tudc.  It  issues  fVoni  a  pond  of  tlic  same  name,  and  empties 
into  Winipiseogee  lake.  There  is  a  bridge  over  this  river 
iiixty  feet  in  length,  near  its  entrance  into  the  lake. 

There  are  three  ponds.  SmiilTs  pond  ;  middle  pond, 
and  crooked  pond.  Smith's  pond  is  about  three  miles 
long,  and  the  same  in  breadth  ;  middle  pond  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  long, 

Winipiseogec  lake,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  soulh- 
vvest  boundary  of  the  town,  is  the  largest  collection  of  wa- 
ter in  New  Hsimpshire.-j  Its  length  is  near  twenty-live 
miles,  from  5.  E.  to  N.  W. ;  its  greatest  breadth  is  ei^ht 
miles. 

This  lake  has  been  highly  and  justly  celebrated  for  its 
picturesque  beauties.  Its  numerous  angular  projections, 
the  variety  of  its  romantick  islands  crowned  with  vvuod,:f 
and  the  vicinity  of  lofty  mountains,  render  it  an  object 
peculiarly  interesting.  The  beauty  of  the  landscape, 
however,  would  be  increased  w^re  its  rugged  features  a 
little  more  softened  by  the  hand  of  cultivation. 

The  road  on  the  eastern  side  aftbrds  the  finest  views 
of  the  lake,  but  a  gicat  part  of  it  is  intok  rai^ly  bad.  It 
passes  through  Moultonborough  and  W  olfcborough. 

In  summer  there  is  a  good  navigation  the  whole  extent 
of  the  lake,  from  Merry  niceting  bay  at  the  south  east 
end,  to  Senter  harlxjur  at  the  north  west.  In  winter 
there  is  often  a  good  road  on  the  ice. 

The  hike  abounds  with  lish,  of  which  the  salmon  trout, 
pickerel,  eel,  and  cusk,v  or  tusk,  aic  the  most  plenty. 
The  trout  weigh  from  three  to  seven  pounds.  OiiC  was 
caught  about  twenty  y^^ars  ago,  which  weighed  upwards 
of  twenty  pounds. 

Mitls^  jnanufactoriesy  cpV.  There  are  four  grist  mills, 
four  saw  mills,  a  fulling  mill,  and  a  cardifig  machine. 

•  Munj  of  tlic  rIviTB,  iit  purl  of  the  rouulry,  lta\r  r<'rfivr<l  \\\v\y  n»m»  » 
A«m-!iu«lci>  who  tiail  enc»nijM-d  im  iht-ir  lianks,  or  iracod  ihcir  eouno  in  prjr»int 
of  game. 

t  BclL.iap. 

4  Th»*  fiwmher  of  isltiiKl*  is  snivl  lo  thrrc  hundred  and  sixtj-fi^ e.  It  is  probs- 
bj)  npWHrds  of  tlirec  hiimlrfd. 

5>  TKcbc  nil-  ^ufl  to  Ix'  tlic  saiiu'  as  (he  tall  wnfcr  ciisk 
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Tliere  are  no  manufactories  cxcc|)t  of  a  donicstick  na- 
ture, and  no  distilleries.  Cyder  is  made  in  considerable 
quantities.    Maple  sugar  also  is  made. 

Sheep,  An  increased  attention  is  paid  to  the  raising  of 
shccj),  and  a  lew  ol"  the  merino  breed  have  lately  been  in- 
troduced. 

Taverns  and  stores.  There  are  three  taverns,  one  of 
which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Rust,  a  son  of  one  of  the  grantees. 
He  IS  a  justice  of  the  peace,  respectable,  and  intelliirent. 
There  are  also  three  stores  which  are  usually  pretty  well 
furnished  with  iMiglish  and  West  India  goods. 

Schools  and  professional  men.  The  town  is  divided 
into  ten  school  districts,  and  the  schools  are  supplied 
vvidi  a  male  iuiitructer  in  the  winter  season,  and  a  female 
in  the  summer. 

There  is  one  lawyer  who  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
'  college,  and  one  physician  who  has  not  received  a  libe- 
ral education. 

History.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  the  year 
1770.  It  was>  settled  about  (he  same  time  by  James  Lu- 
cas, Joseph  Lary,  Benjamin  Blake,  and  Ithamar  Fuller- 
ton  from  Pembroke,  N.  H. ;  Thomas  Taylor  and  Tho- 
mas Piper  from  Gilmantown  ;  and  Sanuiel  Tibbetts  from 
Rochester.  They  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  each, 
given  them.  Ithamar  Fullerton  was  drowned  within  a 
year  after  he  came  here.  Benjamin  Blake  is  the  only 
one  now  living,  and  is  nearly  eighty. 

The  present  charter  was  granted  by  Mark  H.  Went- 
worth,  Richard  \V.  Penhallow,  Thomas  Wallingford, 
John  Moftatt,  Theodore  Atkinson,  Thomas  Packer,  Paul 
Marsh,  and  fourteen  others,  to  Governour  Wentworth, 
Isaac  Rindge,  Am.ni  R.  Cutter,  Joshua  Brackett,  George 
Meserve,  Daniel  Rindge,  Thomas  Wentworth,  George 
King,  Henry  Rust,  i)avid  Sewall,  William  Torrey, 
George  Wentworth,  Nathaniel  P.  Sargeant,  Daniel 
Peirec,  and  John  Parker.*    The  grantors  reserved  to 

•  Gov.  Wcntwortli  liRii  2410  hci  es ;  Isaac  Uiiulfre  648,  A  mini  R  CuUcr 
1128;  JoHliua  lirHckeU  550;  (icoi  j^e  Mcst  rvc  204  i  ;  I  lKuniis  ^\^•^l^»o^^^^  550  ; 
DHi.iel  Uindf^'e  648;  (icor^'C  Kill^;"480;  Ui  iii  v  Un-l  OlHt ;  Dioi.l  Scuiill  44(»  ; 
,  "William  Toirty  TiKJ;  (icoigc  Wciitwui  ili  OOl) ';  NHlliunicI  V  Sarpcnt  560;  Uan- 
iil  I'itrcc  UiO  ;  Jolm  I'arkcr  547.  (»«)v.  Wciit\»orlli  liud  m  hi>e  fHrin  here,  and 
i-ifi'ti'd  »  huge  ;nid  f Icguiit  liousr.  whioli  h  is  L«'t  ii  -iimi*,  succt jiividv,  in  ihe  haudd 


themselves  a  part  (it  is  believed  a  c|uaitcr  jxiit)  ol"  tiic 
township,  f  including]  one  lot  of  three  hundred  acres,  for 
tlie  first  scaled  minister  ;  one  lot  lor  a  parsonage,  and 
'one  lot  for  the  SLi[)[)ort  of  scliools. 

The  inhabitants  are  mostly  coni^rc!:^ationalists.  The 
iirst  and  only  minister,  the  Rev.  [tbe;iczer]  A\kn 
was  settled  in  1792,  and  died  in  18UG,  a<^-cd  about  sixty.* 
He  left  a  widow  and  six  children.  His  wife  survived 
him  only  three  years. 
.  JStwnber  of  inhabitants^  valuation^  political  character. 

In  1775  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  211  ;  in  179 
447;  in  18' )0,  941;  in  IBIO,  1376.     The  vahiatioii  in 
1804  was  S5.  70;  in  1808,  S4.  49;  in  1812,  S5.  71. 

The  political  character  oF  the  town  is  democratick. 
The  votes  at  the  last  election  (March,  1814)  were  65 
federal  and  192  democratick. ' 


Note  on  Middletoavn,  N.  II.     July  \,  181 1. 

MiDDLETOWN  is  in  the  county  of  Strafloi  d. 

Its  distance  from  Portsmouth,  the  capital  of  the  state, 
15  about  forty  miles,  north  by  west. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  soutli-ca^it  by  Milton  ;  on  tlie 
"Orth-east  by  Wakefield;  on  the  south-west  by  New 
l^urham,  and  on  the  north-west  by  lirooklield.f  It  also 
touches  a  corner  of  Farminglon. 

The  township  is  only  about  four  miles  square,  a  part 
of  it  having  been  taken  oH',  and  incorporated  in  the  year 
1795,  as  a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  Brooklield.J 

It  is  a  very  level  township,  tliere  being  no  high  ground 
except  a  i)art  of  Moose  niountain  which  separates  it 
fro^n  Brookfield. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  ponds.  The  soil  is  rocky. 
The  quantity  of  wheat  to  an  acre  is  about  ten  bushels; 

•  f  lit"  was  gradiiHtcd  :il  Iliu  vartI  Uiiiv«-r»il)  iit  I7ri.  \- 

I  :tiu  iiii'oriiicci  tttat  u  li:i|*tidt  Wits  iu-(l:iiMc(l  •tii  (lie  &iutic  «b)  willt  Mr.  A'.kii, 
m  UIi  ^  view  lo  ol>(;uii  llii-  i;i.ml,  but  (Jul  not  MKCLCit. 

•j  i  am  not  ii.-rlaii  that  llic  bcaiii.g  of  ihc^c  towns  hoiu  .MiiJdklo.vn,  as  i-t^ttil 
above,  is  exactly  con  cct. 

It  ib  piuLabIc  lli.il  a  part  of  Uruulvlicld  was  ul.o  lakcu  from  oilier  low  us. 
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rye,  on  new  land,  fifteen  bushels,  potatoes  about  two 
hundred  bushels. 

The  wood  is  chiefly  black  ^owth,  viz.  hemlock  and 
spruce  ;  but  there  is  some  rock  maple  and  beach. 

There  arc  but  few  orchards.    Either  the  soil  or  the 
climate  is  unfavourable  to  fruit. 

The  price  of  land  is  six  or  seven  dollars  an  acre.  The 
price  of  wood  from  a  dollar  to  eight  shillings  a  cord. 

There  is  a  grist  mill  and  a  saw  mill.  There  is  one 
shoemaker,  one  blacksmith,  and  the  various  other  trades 
that  are  commonly  found  in  our  country  towns. 

There  are  two  taverns,  and  one  small  store. 

The  town  is  divided  into  three  school  districts.  A 
male  instructer  is  employed  in  each  during  the  winter, 
and  a  female  during  the  sunnner.  The  compensation  to 
a  school  master  is  twelve  dollars  a  month,  to  a  school 
mistress  six  dollars. 

There  is  one  physician  who  was  educated  at  Dartmouth 
college,  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  but  no  lawyer. 

The  town  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1778.  The 
first  settlers  were  principally  from  Lee  and  Rochester  in 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  Nehemiah  Ordway, 
who  was  graduated  at  Harvard  university  in  1764,  and 
.settled  in  this  place  in  1778.    He  continued  here  a  few 
years  and  was  then  dismissed,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
increase  of  sectarians.      He  is  still  living. 

The  church  was  formerly  congregational ;  but  soon 
after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Ordway,  the  members,  widi 
the  exception  of  one  or  two,  became  baptists,  and  a  **  free 
will  baptist"  is  now  their  minister. 

The  meeting  house  is  an  ordinary  building,  without  a 
steeple,  and  much  defaced. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  1775,  was  233  ;  in 
1790,  617  ;  in  1800,  431  ;  *  in  1810,  439.  The  valua- 
tion in  1806  was  j62.  15  ;  in  1812,  gl.  48. 

The  political  character  of  the  town  is  federal.  It  is 
united  with  li  rook  fie  Id  in  sending  a  representative  to  the 
general  court. 

*  Urookficld  liud  lUun  bcQU  tftl'vU  oli.        ^te  '^^^  CCDSUI  BrookficM  contain- 
ed 657  iuh«biUuU.  ^ 
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